Directions: Parking lot is located behind the Shopping Center. Parking is
limited, so carpooling or public transportation is advised. Catch the 83 bus
Southbound (toward Rhode Island Ave Metro) or the 17 bus (toward Mount
Rainer), both of which make multiple stops along Rt. 1/ Baltimore Ave.

Banneker A + B

A map of the first floor (Nanticoke Room) is available on page 32
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family farmstead where communal agricultural work and feasting occurred. Explored is the significance of
hoe blades at Myers Farm and comparisons are made with hoe blades from the larger and earlier Levanna
site.
Weller, Daniel - An Ethnoarchaeological Analysis of Tompkins County, New York: Are Central Place
Theory and the Von Thunen Model useful for interpreting socioeconomic patterns on a regional
scale?
This study uses ethnoarchaeology to determine if the Von Thunen Model and Central Place Theory are
useful for interpreting archaeological remains and reconstructing socioeconomic landscapes. Ethnoarchaeological analysis of present-day settlement patterns in Tompkins County, New York were used to identify
archaeological correlates for socioeconomic and political relationships within and between settlements.
These correlates were then used to determine if the Von Thunen Model and Christaller’s Central Place Theory accurately reflect reality. Although there were slight differences between the models and reality, the models were fairly accurate and could be useful tools for archaeologists in understanding the relationships between and within settlements.
Williams, Anaise - Understanding Pregnancy in Northeastern Thailand: Local Beliefs and Western
Biomedicine
This study analyzes how local beliefs shape and interpret global medical knowledge around prenatal precaution. I am investigating how rural, low-income women express agency over their body during the process of
being pregnant through analyzing how women negotiate local beliefs and biomedicine. The research asks
the following questions: What aspects of western biomedicinedo rural Thai women embrace? How do women
relate to fetal abnormality testing? In Thai rural communities, is it an “illness” to be pregnant? How is risk
managed? On the medical side, how does culture play a role in how prenatal cares are delivered to Thai
women? I traveled to rural villages and interviewed new mothers, village healthcare workers, older mothers,
doctors, and nurses. I also spent some time in the obstetrics ward of the hospital, a public health center, and
participated in prenatal exercise classes. I found that each woman creates her own hybrid of prenatal precautions, a definite convergence of modern medical views and Thai traditional beliefs. Additionally, the way that
medical personnel deliver prenatal care is very much culturally scripted, most prominently seen through how
medical care adheres to cultural reasons I found for why women do not seek the use of technological testing
for fetal abnormalities. Finally, I propose that I have identified a situation of coexistence of the global and
local, and that the value of this model is found in its ability to create medical globalization that is culturally
conscious.
Zahm, Anna - A Discourse of Denial: 21st Century Immigrants and ESL in The Land of Opportunity
America has an idealistic and romanticized view of immigration. As a nation, we discuss immigration in terms
of “the melting pot” and “the American Dream.” These notions are a holdover from the turn of the century, but
are still taught and perpetuated as a proud part of our history as the country of opportunity and freedom.
Nowadays, in an economic downturn, when there is high unemployment and an increasingly competitive job
market, immigrants come over to America subscribing to these mythologies, only to face overwhelming barriers in finding employment and creating American identities for themselves. The mythology of the American
Dream, the ideology of the melting pot, and the political rhetoric surrounding immigration issues dominate the
discourse surrounding immigration to America. This discourse masks the contradiction between the way
America presents an image of itself as a nation of opportunity and the lived reality of immigrants who struggle
to find an identity as “American citizens.”
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inform policy and public opinion about water quality issues on the Bay. This presentation will explore the
practices of computational modeling in this context, and how they shape our relationship to the Bay and its
resources.
Turesky, Marisa - Who Drives the Tractor?: How Technology Influences Women’s Farms in the Netherlands
My research questions the Dutch power structures and gender norms that are expressed through female
farmers’ use of tractors. Farmers often view tractors as an extension of a their bodies, a mechanized peasant. Does this relationship shift depending on the gender of the tractor’s driver? During conversations with
seven women farm owners in the Netherlands, they explain that the productivity that tractors can offer does
not seem limited by gender but by one’s ability to transcend gender. Although there is substantial existing
research on rural women’s historical roles in farming, I add additional layers to this work, through my analysis of the personal experiences of a small sample of women farmers in the contemporary Netherlands.
Using these women’s experiences with tractors and other machinery on their small-scale farms, this research analyzes themes of power, gender and family. In attempting to balance traditional roles of labor
versus domesticity, the woman farmer actively challenges normative gender roles through technological
use, motherhood duties, and the pastoral ideal.
Uehlein, Justin - Occupy What?
In 2011 members of the self-proclaimed 99 % took to the streets to voice a shared feeling of discontentment
towards compounding debt, forced removal from homes and Wall Streets inability and lack of effort to address the issues. The movement known as Occupy Wall Street was born and for a moment, in the fervor of
their struggle, Occupy seemed to shake the foundations of global capitalism. Shortly after Occupy gained
the spotlight it seemed to fall out of the public eye. In this paper I will explore the reasons behind the apparent failure of Occupy. Furthermore, I will draw on historical and archaeological data from the Great Dismal
Swamp in order to represent a case study in American history where alternative methods of subsiding and
producing existed for over 200 years.
Vetrano, Kara - Ideology Versus Reality: The Relationship Between GED Attainment and BTOP

2013 NEAA Conference – Preliminary Schedule
Friday Afternoon, March 1st, 2013
Symposium: Anthropological Explorations of Debt
1:00pm-2:20pm, Nanticoke (35)
1:00 PM Nikki Lane, "Paid on the First, Played on the Last": The Devaluation of Black
America and the Cruel Attachment to the American Dream (and Nightmare)
1:20 PM Joeva Rock, University of California: Debt for Education
1:40PM Lexi Hernandez, Hardcore Pawn: Where Detroit Cashes in on Debt
2:00PM Justin Uehlein, Occupy What?
Symposium: Recent Archaeological Research on the Iroquois
1:00pm-2:00pm, Banneker A (57A)
1:00 PM Jack Rossen Reflections on Corey, a Small and Intimate 15th Century Cayuga
Village in Central New York
1:20PM Macy O’Hearn, Ground Stone Artifacts and Occupational Specialization at the
Corey Site
1:40PM Sarah Ward, A Case Study on the Significance of Hoe Blades in Haudenosaunee Culture: The Myers Farm Site
Symposium: Community Action, Engagement, and Collaboration
1:00pm-2:00pm, Banneker B (57B)
1:00PM Mary Elizabeth Jurado, Methods of Community Participation in Urban Regeneration
1:20PM Sara K. Gross, Life at the Woodlawn Estate Stables: Making Archaeology Public
in Saratoga Springs, NY
1:40PM Elizabeth Papierz, "Play out the Play": Performance and Culture at Home Made
Theater in Saratoga Springs, NY

At the literacy centers in Utica NY, the students, teachers, and administration all held different opinions
about the use of the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) in the GED classes. This paper
aims to explain the differences in views about BTOP and examines the structural layout of the literacy zones
that created these two different perspectives on the micro- and macro-level. These perspectives were also
based on proximity to the students; because the teachers interacted with the students on a daily basis and
witnessed the mishaps and shortcomings of BTOP, they understood the program differently than the administration, which rarely experienced the program in practice. As a result, the administration maintained a
theoretical, idealistic perspective of BTOP while the teachers and students held a more realistic view of
BTOP and its relationship to GED attainment. This research provides insight into the importance of shared
perspective, feedback, and communication for successful policy implementation.

Symposium: Baltimore By The Wire
1:00pm-3:00pm, Margaret Brent A (49A)
1:00PM Matthew Slover Durington, Anthropology by the Wire: Media, Methods and Ethics
1:20PM Morgan Bengel, Managing Confidentiality in a Networked Anthropology
1:40PM Natalie Demyan, Anthropology By the Wire and the Challenge of Collaborative
Ethnography
2:00PM Seth Eyring, Compassionate Care Through Public Anthropology
2:20PM Benjamin Baker, Reducing Stigma Through Networked Anthropology
2:40PM Samuel Gerald Collins, Connecting and Sharing with Networked Anthropology

Ward, Sarah - A Case Study on the Significance of Hoe Blades in Haudenosaunee Culture : The
Myers Farm Site

Symposium: Illness in Behavior: Health & Medical Anthropology
1:00pm-2:40pm, Jimenez (56)
1:00PM Samantha J. Primiano, Stigma as a Setback for HIV Treatment and Prevention in
Cape Town, South Africa
1:20PM Anaise Williams, Understanding Pregnancy in Northeastern Thailand: Local Beliefs and Western Biomedicine
1:40PM Hannah Antonson, Human-Animal Bonds Treat PTSD

Detailed studies of hoe blades from sites in the prehistoric northeast, in particular for the Haudenosaunee
(Iroquois) are rare. This paper examines the significance of a relatively large collection of hoe blades recovered from the 13th century Myers Farm site in King Ferry, New York during the summer of 2011. The frequency of hoes at this Cayuga site is surprising given its small size. The site has been interpreted as a
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2:00 PM Cindy Fuentes, Pediatric Nutrition and Early Childhood Development in Guatemala
2:20PM Dredge Byung’chu Käng, Being Transsexual, Becoming Sick: Human Rights,
Therapeutic Citizenship, and the Biopolitical Re-Articulation of Sexual Dimorphism in
Thailand
Poster Session I
2:00pm-3:40pm, Margaret Brent B (49B)
Brittany Kenyon, The Effects of Human Interaction on Non-Human Primate Diets
Kendall Concini, Ethnographic Assessment and Evaluation System (the EAES)
Susan Dauria: “Local Anthropology in Pennsylvania: Studying the Harvest “
Panel Discussion: Environmental Anthropology in the Chesapeake Region
2:20 pm- 4:00pm, Banneker B (57B)
Panelists: Michael Paolisso, Shirley Fiske, Katherine Johnson, Christine Hesed, Jeremey
Trombley, Elizabeth Van Dolah
Film Viewing: Behind the Masks (44 minutes w/ introduction)
2:40pm-3:40pm , Nanticoke (35)
2:40PM Monica Heintz and Rus Alin, Behind the Masks (2011)
Symposium: The Internet & Virtual Worlds
2:40pm-3:40pm, Banneker A (57A)
2:40PM Sara Ann Low, Me, Myself, and the Orcs: Digisociality and Identity in the Virtual
Realm of the U.S.
3:00PM Todd Felter, Virtual Racism
3:20PM Matthew Phillips, Cyber Anthropology: Behind the Avatar
Symposium: Academia Turning Inward and Outward: Anthropology Applied and
Evaluated
3:00pm-4:20pm, Jimenez (56)
3:00PM Staci Rosenthal, Maintenance of Individuality in Older Adulthood: Responses to
Successful Aging in America
3:20PM Anna Tracht, Studying Abroad: An Exploration of Ethical Considerations facing
U.S. College Students
3:40PM Mary Bowers, The Limitations of an Environment: Students with Disabilities at a
Small Liberal Arts College
4:00PM Steven Hrotic, Anthropology of Peer Review
Saturday Morning, March 2, 2013
Poster Session II
9:00am – 10:40pm, Margaret Brent B (49B)
Lydia M. Delgado, Healthy Moms Have Healthy Babies
Hannah L. Flemming, Counting Pipes: Archaeological Approaches to Quantifying Tobacco-Related Material Culture
Amber Martin, Biological Anthropology in the Classroom: Using Primate Skeletons as a
Teaching Resource
4

unused churches into apartments, creating residential space within formerly publically-used spaces. The
neighborhood, long home to lower-income minority populations, is considered prime for New York’s exploding middle-class due to city-wide initiatives as well as private economic growth. But to the residents of
the neighborhood, the shifting population and changing purpose of neighborhood landmarks represents not
economic development, but loss of community identity. By taking a look at repurposing publically-used
buildings into private housing in Bed-Stuy, I evaluate the role of space in gentrifying neighborhoods, both in
economic factors driving the need for the housing change as well as the impact of the change on the
neighborhood’s already-existing population and culture.
Springate, Megan E.; Maclean, Hilda E. - Death at the Edge of Empire and Beyond: The Divergent
Histories of Coffin Furniture and Coffin Hardware
The coffin was the centerpiece of the Victorian-era funeral and the most expensive material purchase
made by the family or friends of the deceased. As with all events played out in public, the coffin was subject to the dictates of fashion. Beginning with the origins of mass-produced coffin furniture in eighteenth
century England, this paper explores two divergent histories of coffin decoration through the Victorian era.
An analysis of materials recovered from Brisbane, Australia looks at sourcing and trends in the use of
coffin furniture at the edges of the British Commonwealth, while artifacts and catalogs are used to present
the different direction of the American coffin hardware industry. Coffin furnishings from Canada, neighbour
to America and part of the British Commonwealth, are also mentioned.
Swovick, Kyle - Birthday Cake as a Ritual of Social Cohesion
Cake is a food that has become a centerpiece in American birthdays, so much so, that the presentation
and consumption of cake has now become a central ritual in American birthdays. In order for a simple food
like cake to become so important in American life, there must be deeper meaning behind it. This paper
presents some of the historical context of cake consumption, including: the use of candles, the cutting and
serving the cake, and food consumption in relation to kinship. These elements combine to produce significance in the consumption of birthday cake in American life. The consumption of cake at birthdays appears
to have two main purposes, both of which are ancient in their roots. First, cake helps to establish a larger
and stronger friend group. Second, cake consumption ritually reinforces the sense of kinship within one’s
family. Both of these aspects are essential for humans to thrive and be successful in their environment.
Tracht, Anna - Studying Abroad: An Exploration of Ethical Considerations facing U.S. College Students
Many undergraduate students from the United States spend at least one semester studying abroad, living
in the homes of local residents and attending area universities. Broader discussions of the value of study
abroad include concerns about the effect these students have on their host communities and the ethics
involved in these cultural exchanges. This study examines personal experiences of study abroad among
Skidmore College students and explores student feelings about the ethical implications of their programs.
This data is compared to other travel students have done as tourists. The interview data demonstrate
concerns about how students studying abroad can transform host communities, especially in countries
where there is a significant economic disparity between the students and their hosts. This report contributes to a broader understanding of the ethical implications involved in study abroad programs, while using
an anthropological approach to benefit future study abroad students.
Trombley, Jeremy - Modeling Practices on the Chesapeake
Computational modeling is an increasingly important practice for our understanding of complex environmental problems. The Chesapeake Bay Model has been developed over the past 30 years and used to
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students and educate them about the social aspects of climate change. Playing games requires students to
draw on previous learning and non-classroom experience to propose innovative solutions to novel problems, make decisions both individually and as a team, and explore the consequences of their actions in a
fun, low risk environment. New perspectives gained through play engenders confidence, counteracting
feelings of helplessness that can be encountered when studying the anthropology of climate change.
Shin, Jane - The Effects of Phenology of Postural Behavior
Locomotion is essential for survival in the wild because it is especially important for arboreal vertebrates in
order to acquire food in a three dimensional space. Mantled howlers (Alouatta palliata) are arboreal quadrupeds, characterized as a cautious, slow arboreal quadruped that lives in the New World (Bezanson 2005;
Bezanson 2012; Tomblin 1994; Simons 2007; Campbell et al, 2011). Prehensile tail is used for additional
support during feeding and numerous positional behaviors. I examined the positional behavior of howler
monkeys at La Suerte Biological Station in Northeastern Costa Rica. I hypothesized that howlers will vary in
positional behaviors in relation to ecological factors including but not limited to, branch size and distance
between trees. I further predicted another secondary difference between sex and age. Observations were
collected using all occurrence thirty minute focal animal sampling. Results show that Alouatta paliatta mainly prefer quadrupedal locomotion significantly more than other positional behaviors with a preference of
medium sized branch. Juveniles prefer leap rather than bridge in order to cross between open gaps while
adults prefer bridge than leap. The data clearly represents that body length, weight, distance between
trees, and branch size seems to play a key role in choosing certain positional behavior for traveling across
the foliage.
Sigalas, Maria - Migrant Farm Worker Health in Western New York
Migrant farm workers are a community of people, largely from abroad, that work within the United States,
and for the purposes of this research Western New York. The health needs of this population often go
unattended as their lifestyle as mobile, manual laborers and lack of access to health care facilities leaves
this population at risk. This research begins with analyzing the different categories of farmworkers and
discussion of the demographics surrounding different farms, such as the abundance of single males working in fruit farms and the large amount of families present on dairy farms. The focus then shifts to the barriers to healthcare access and the health issues amongst migrant populations such as occupational hazards,
eye disorders and mental illness. We’ll touch upon the differential power hierarchy involved in health care
access for this population, as well as the different policies in existence addressing the issue, from the international to the local level. The perspective of care providers within Western New York will be examined to
better understand the needs of this community and preexisting programs in action to meet these needs.
Our research also includes interviews with farmers, migrant farm workers, past farm workers and the communities in which this population lives in order to collect a more holistic understanding of the issues at
hand. Through a series of narratives the issues surrounding migrant farm worker health care access may
be brought to greater light.
Smyth, Lauren - Churches-Turned-Apartments and Gentrification in Bed-Stuy
Gentrification, or movement of the middle- and upper-class populations into working class neighborhoods
seeking affordable and attractive housing, shifts the demand for residential space to accommodate the
wealthier newcomers. In densely populated areas such as New York City, there is little to no available
space to build new accommodations, and new spaces for homes are sought in formerly industrial and
publically-used spaces. In seeking to provide space acceptable to higher-income residents, buildings not
typically associated with housing, such as industrial complexes. In the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood of
Brooklyn, New York, one attempt by developers to accommodate the newcomers is the repurposement of
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Symposium: What We Can Do With a BA in Anthro: Geneseo Undergrad Research
9:00am – 10:40am, Banneker A (57A)
9:00am Victoria Hafner, The English (Dis)Connection: Refugees and English Language
Rates in Upstate New York
9:20am Maria Sigalas, Migrant Farm Worker Health in Western New York
9:40am Jane Shin, The Effects of Phenology of Postural Behavior
10:00am Louis Colon, An Anthropological Approach to Modern Problems
10:20am Trupti Hatwar, Water Contact Knowledge, Experiences and Beliefs about Schistosomiasis in Ghana
Symposium: Contributions to Method and Theory in Historical Archaeology in the
Northeast Historical Archaeology
9:00am – 10:40am, Pyon Su (52)
9:00am Megan Postemski and Benjamin Carter, Challenging the Presumption of Poverty:
An Archaeological Perspective on the Euroamerican Settlement of Downeast Maine
9:20am Megan Springate and Hilda E. Maclean, Death at the Edge of Empire and Beyond: The Divergent Histories of Coffin Furniture and Coffin Hardware
9:40am Clio Grillakis, Archaeological Applications of Remote Sensing and GIS: The
Search for the Frederick Douglass Birthplace
10:00am Daniel Weller, An Ethnoarchaeological Analysis of Tompkins County, New
York: Are Central Place Theory and the Von Thunen Model useful for interpreting socioeconomic patterns on a regional scale?
10:20am Adam Fracchia, Working Stone: An Archaeology of Life and Industry in a Small
Quarry Town
Symposium: Social Justice in Practice: Anthropology at St. John’s University
9:00am – 10:20am, Margaret Brent A (49A)
9:00am Barrett Brenton, Promoting Food Justice and Food Sovereignty through Healthy
Eating in an Urban Food Desert: A Case Study in Applied Nutritional Anthropology and
Food Systems Research
9:20am Lauren Smyth, Churches-Turned-Apartments and Gentrification in Bed-Stuy
9:40am Anne Galvin, What Can We Learn about Post-Colonial Governance by Applying
an Anthropological Approach to Jamaican Political Culture?
10:00am John McGrath, Occupy Wall Street: a Comparison of Social Movements between the 20th and 21st centuries
Symposium: Anthropologies of Representation, Identity and Heritage
9:00am – 10:40am, Banneker B (57B)
9:00am Kathryn Chin, Chinese Imitation Art: Questions of Globalization, Value, and Authenticity in Yunnan Province
9:20am Camille Netter, The French ‘Je Ne Sais Quoi’: American Typification of Parisian
Women as an Ideal Gender Identity
9:40am Mikala Bolmer, Can I Talk about Black Hair? Anthropological Representation in a
Post-Crisis of Representation Context
10:00am Marisa Turesky, Who Drives the Tractor?: How Technology Influences Women’s Farms in the Netherlands
10:20am Ennis Barbery and Nadine Dangerfield, Locating immigrant identity: the in between spaces of heritage and home
5

Symposium: Food and Culture Research by Undergraduates at Lycoming College
10:00am – 12:00pm, Jimenez (56)
10:00am Kaitlyn Gross, American Sushi
10:20am Kyle Swovick, Birthday Cake as a Ritual of Social Cohesion
10:40am Kesley Conahan, The Cultural and Social Significance of Corn: A Comparative
Study
11:00am Samuel Clarke, Hunting in the Eastern United States: Forming Social Boundaries
11:20am Cori Mancuso, The Changing Significance of Challah Bread in American Jewish
Communities
11:40am Ryan Adams, Discussion: Food and Culture Research by Undergraduates at
Lycoming College
Symposium: Modeling Sustainability: Exploring the past to inform our present and
future
11:00am – 12:00pm, Margaret Brent A (49A)
11:00am Jeremy Trombley, Modeling Practices on the Chesapeake
11:20am Ernie Olson, Failed Homesteads, Sustainable Homesteading: Some Notes from
Montana
11:40am L. Jen Shaffer, Mother Nature Plays With 20-Sided Dice
Symposium: Ethnographic Engagements with the City: Resources, Risk and Rights
in Providence, Rhode Island
11:00am – 12:20pm, Banneker A (57A)
11:00am Rachel Riendeau, Dumpster Divers and Repurposing Artists: Perspectives on
Health and their Waste Reduction Efforts
11:20am Amber Martin, Shirley Desjarlais and Wendy Palacio, Using Anthropology to
Engage the Public around Brownfield Remediation: A Collaborative Classroom Project
11:40am Holly Dygert, Table for Two: Corporate-Regulator Collaboration as Hindrance to
Public Involvement in Brownfield Remediation
12:00pm Jim Almo, City Meal Site: Seeking Food Justice in the Voluntary Sector
Symposium: Religion and Society Today: Anthropological Approaches
11:20am - 12:20pm, Banneker B (57B)
11:20am Bethany T. Heywood, Theists vs. Atheists and Religion vs. Science: Creating a
Middle Path of Understanding
11:40am Judith Lynne, Hanna Eroticism, Feminists, Religion and an Uninformed Public:Anthropology v. Strip Club Adversaries and Injustice
12:00pm Brieanna Mele, Folk Beliefs as an Expression of Catholic Identity: Perspectives
from Contemporary America
Saturday Afternoon, March 2, 2013
Poster Session III
1:00pm-2:40pm, Margaret Brent B (49B)
Paula Hertfelder, Ancient Maya Stone Tool Trade at Blue Creek, Belize and other Residential Areas
6

and forgetting in all seven forms defined by Connerton can aid our discipline in critically evaluating our
goals and broadening our methods of examining memory as a phenomenon understood simultaneously
as ephemeral, material, agentic and suffused with power.
Rosenthal, Staci - Maintenance of Individuality in Older Adulthood: Responses to Successful
Aging in America
In America, the culture surrounding the aging process emphasizes some key factors: the importance of
evading disease and disability, the maintenance of physical and mental facilities, and the sustained engagement in social relationships. Theory and discourse in the social sciences refer to these characteristics of optimal aging as a notion called Successful Aging, which helps further define what it means to
contribute to society as a productive older adult. Critics of this notion claim it sets a high standard for
aging in America—one not suitable for every older adult. They claim that with a prescription to successfully age, and often without the abilities or the resources to fill the needs of the prescription, one has the
potential to fail at aging. Most surprisingly, in my own research informants appear more concerned by the
critiques than by the actual characteristics of Successful Aging. In fact, the older adults with whom I have
spoken espouse eagerly the notions described in Successful Aging and believe in this model wholeheartedly. Some key values and senses of personhood that emerge in their perspectives include an emphasis
on independence, individual agency, and responsibility over one’s life choices in older adulthood coupled
with the standard US popular and gerontological discourse that Successful Aging entails. This paper
focuses on a certain population of older Americans who are fairly well privileged, well-educated persons
living in Northeast America and who are either members of life-long learning organizations, or of something very similar. In this paper, I place the perspectives of my older adult informants directly into dialogue
with much scholarship surrounding Successful Aging. The aim is to demonstrate that gerontological
scholarship on Successful Aging, which often evaluates this model rather harshly, does not agree with
the mentality of actual older Americans who rather prefer the Successful Aging model as a guide for their
own aging practices.
Rossen, Jack - Reflections on Corey, a Small and Intimate 15th Century Cayuga Village in Central
New York
This presentation is a retrospective of the site investigations at Corey, a 15th century Cayuga village, as
the final report nears completion. It was test excavated by Marian White in 1970 and re-excavated in
2003 and 2005. Located on a cliff line promontory east of Cayuga Lake, Corey has a double-earthen
embankment, a formal shorthouse, a ground stone work area, and a pathway to an herb area. Detailed
ceramic, faunal and botanical analyses give insights into activities and the mixed economy. There is
evidence that substantial medicinal activities occurred at the site, even suggesting some level of occupational specialization. Last but not least, the Corey site was a place where the emerging ideas of indigenous archaeology and collaborative research were explored.
Shaffer, L. Jen - Mother Nature Plays With 20-Sided Dice
Climate uncertainty is central among the many challenges facing our planet this century. Responses to
current climate events, including mitigation, and adaptation to future change necessarily involve new
cultural configurations, technologies and behaviors, in conjunction with successful ancestral innovations.
Anthropology instructors have access to a wide range of tools and resources to teach the next generation
of global citizens about the social aspects of climate change and methods for studying them. Nurturing
creativity and flexibility in problem-solving and decision-making is a significant aspect of adaptive capacity building for ongoing and future climate uncertainty in socio-ecological systems. This paper explores the
use of tabletop RPGs, simulations, and scenarios in a college classroom to build adaptive capacity in
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assemblage gathered from archaeological excavations at the Joy/Flood site (1784-1811) in Surry, Maine
indicates that settlers had a higher ratio of white to red earthenware. Unlike the highly functional red
earthenware, white earthenware was more costly and intended mainly for show, so its high concentration
at the Joy/Flood site suggests that settlers had sufficient wealth to spend on these wares. Overall, this
research proposes that settlers of Downeast Maine were able to profit in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries due to their use of privately-held terrestrial and commonly-held marine resources.
Access to farming, fishing and timber provided potential resources with which settlers could diversify their
economic pursuits to make their lives more comfortable on the frontier.
Primiano, Samantha J. - Stigma as a Setback for HIV Treatment and Prevention in Cape Town,
South Africa
This study evaluates the effects of stigma on HIV prevention and treatment in South Africa. Primary data
was collected over a one-month period in the Bo Kaap of Cape Town and the township of Zwelethemba
in Worcester. Through interviews, group discussion, and observations during this period, the project
documents ways people perceive stigma as a barrier for HIV control. The study demonstrates the harmful
nature of stigma in terms of treating the mental and the physical aspects of HIV infection. The project
explores the way that a community thinks about and interacts with the disease. Furthermore, the outcome
of the study considers the possibility that reducing stigma could be one of the most essential aspects for
controlling HIVand shaping how the public perceives not only those infected, but the disease as well.
Riendeau, Rachel - Dumpster Divers and Repurposing Artists: Perspectives on Health and their
Waste Reduction Efforts
This paper examines dumpster diving and the repurposing of trash into art in Providence, Rhode Island.
Engaging with waste places the individuals involved in a liminal state at the fringes of society. With this
liminality come intriguing ideas about personal, public, and environmental health. Drawing from ethnographic research with several long-time dumpster divers and repurposing artists, this paper examines
how definitions of trash and experience with creative subcultures influence dumpster divers' and art
repurposers' health practices and beliefs. I focus, in particular, on issues of hygiene and waste reduction
in an urban environment.
Rock, Joeva - University of California: Debt for Education
Higher education is becoming increasingly privatized. The proliferation of online courses and for-profit
universities combined with the widespread de-funding of public institutions has thrown higher education
into crisis. More and more universities are investing on Wall Street in hopes of scoring big and escaping
their financial woes. One of Wall Street’s biggest patron, the University of California, is no different. This
paper explores the way the obsession with good credit ratings disadvantages students, increases inequality gaps, and places the university at the mercy of investors.
Roller, Michael - Memory and Materiality in the Anthracite Region of Pennsylvania: The case of the
Lattimer Massacre
Anthropologist John Connerton’s brief essay “Seven Kinds of Forgetting” provides a foundation and
touchstone for recent explorations in the study of memory and modernity. Rhizomatic in nature, the essay
succeeds in opening up, and also fragmenting, explorations of memory spanning a broad theoretical
spectrum of critical, materialist and culturalist approaches. This essay adapts, critiques and expands
upon Connerton’s notions of memory using the example of memory and forgetting in the subsequent
century after the Lattimer Massacre of 1897, a labor and immigration-related conflict from the anthracite
coal region of Pennsylvania. Recognizing that archaeology can be used as an instrument of both memory
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Katherine Chen and Katherine Nyulassy, Bridging the Gap between Descendant and
Contemporary Communities through Historical Analogy
Timothy C. Messner, Gary Stinchcomb, Michael Stewart, Steven Driese, Lee Nordt, Peter
Allen, Measuring human impacts on the environment through interdisciplinary collaboration
Q&A Panel: Career Advice for Undergraduates
1:00pm - 2:40pm, Jimenez (56)
1:00pm Alan Hersker, Jessica Skolnikoff and Matthew Trevett-Smith, Career Advice for
Undergraduates
Symposium: The Role of the Past in the Present: Implications of Archaeological
Dialogues for Memory, Peace and Conflict Resolution
1:00pm - 2:20pm, Banneker A (57A)
1:00pm Michael Roller, Memory and Materiality in the Anthracite Region of Pennsylvania:
The case of the Lattimer Massacre
1:20pm Pierre Morenon, Forgetting and Re-membering Places: Childhood at the State
Home in Providence, Rhode Island
1:40pm Alan Leveillee, Humor as a Tool in the Section 106 Consultation Process
2:00pm Barbara J. Little, Archaeology and place-based heritage for transformational
conflict resolution and peace building
Symposium: Constructing Success: Ethnographies of Teaching and Learning
Among Adults in the US
1:00 - 2:40pm, Margaret Brent A (49A)
1:00pm Chaise LaDousa, Narrating Adult Learning in the Shadow of the Digital Divide
1:20pm Madison Kircher, Click Here to Learn How to Click: A Linguistic Analysis of the
NYS Broadband Technologies Opportunity Project
1:40pm Kara Vetrano, Ideology Versus Reality: The Relationship Between GED Attainment and BTOP
2:00pm Paige Cross An Investigation Into the Assignment of Learning Disabilities in Elementary and Adult Education
2:20pm Anna Zahm, A Discourse of Denial: 21st Century Immigrants and ESL in The
Land of Opportunity
Symposium: Confronting the Challenges of Modernity: Anthropology in Uncertain
Times
1:00pm - 2:00pm, Banneker B (57B)
1:00pm Peter S. Allen, Stories from the Field: Anecdotes that Reveal Aspects of Greek
Idenity
1:20pm Barbara Bravo and Geneva Paula Drumond, Challenging Modernities in Rio de
Janeiro: A Critical Analysis of the Pacification Project
1:40pm Ramsey Ismail, "We're Worried About the Economy": Suicide, Social Crisis, and
Isolation in Post 3-11 Japan
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ABSTRACTS
Adams, Ryan (Discussant) - Discussion: Food and Culture Research by Undergraduates at Lycoming College
Discussion of the five papers presented and further explanation of the types of work being done related to
The Anthropology of Food and Culture at Lycoming College.
Allen, Peter - Stories from the Field: Anecdotes that Reveal Aspects of Greek Idenity
Several stories are used to illuminate aspects of Greek identity based on fieldwork carried out over a period
of more than 40 years in Athens and rural Greece. Each story reveals the conflicted nature of modern Greek
citizens' sense of identity. Although Greece is a member of the European Union, and has been for more
than 30 years, individual Greeks do not feel that they are fully European. Both regional and national identities conflict with any "Europeanness." Moreover, there is still a sense among many Greeks of inferiority
although that is changing.
Almo, Jim - City Meal Site: Seeking Food Justice in the Voluntary Sector
This paper examines City Meal Site, a voluntary organization that operates a soup kitchen every Tuesday
evening in Providence, Rhode Island. In recent years, voluntary organizations like City Meal have faced
increasing demand for their limited resources. The Great Recession that began in 2008 pushed increasing
numbers of families into crisis, while the social services that had formerly mitigated the impacts of such
crises had been slashed in the mid-1990s. In this context, those with inadequate resources have increasingly turned to voluntary organizations like City Meal to get by. This paper examines how City Meal volunteers
have responded to this demand.
Antonson, Hannah - Human-Animal Bonds Treat PTSD
Among the various therapy options for coping with post-traumatic stress disorder or PTSD are animal companions and service animals. Stress, defined by Brian Luke Seaward, is “the inability to cope with a perceived (real or imagined) threat to one’s mental, physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being” (2009:6).
Stress results in physiological responses and adaptations in the body. Several organizations pair those with
PTSD with a service animal or companion animal, most often dogs and cats. These animals provide a companionship and bond unique to other types of therapy, and can be a lifeline for a struggling veteran returning
from war. The Veterans Affairs Department estimates that 400,000 service men and women suffer from
PTSD. Service animals can be trained specifically to react to human anxiety and other PTSD symptoms.
Many veterans who have service animals credit their dogs and cats with providing the support and unconditional love necessary to adapt to civilian life. One veteran says, “Talking to Sapper lets me get it off my
chest and get it out there” (Time Video 2012). Through interviews with service animal organizations and
veterans, this research focuses on human-animal bonds and their role in treating PTSD symptoms.
Baker, Benjamin - Reducing Stigma Through Networked Anthropology
When the first HIV/AIDS epidemic hit in the 1980’s the lack of knowledge about the virus led to suppositions,
which led to stigmas that caused moral panics, which continued the cycle. Despite the medical discoveries
that have unclouded the misinformation that surrounds HIV/AIDS, the negative stigmas still remain. In an
attempt to alleviate these stigmas anthropology students from Towson University and ambassadors from the
JACQUES Initiative at the University of Maryland collaborated in the summer of 2012 to produce visual
media that depicted the everyday lives of people who live with HIV/AIDS. This article discusses the fieldwork
completed by two of the anthropology students from Towson University, the data they collected, and their
interpretations of their fieldwork experience in Baltimore City.
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may be indicators that this village was a place to come for healing or medical treatment by specialized
individuals.
Olsen, Ernie - Failed Homesteads, Sustainable Homesteading: Some Notes from Montana
Current debates on climate change encourage us to consider past practices that might provide encouragement and caution for proposals of more sustainable practices. The dreams of Eastern Montana homesteaders, laying claim in the second decade of the 20th Century to their half section of the high plains, were
immediately tested by the limitations of a severe climate that was either too hot or too cold but always too
dry. By the 30s and 40s, many of the original homesteaders sold or even abandoned their land and moved
on to better chances. By the 50s and 60s, farmers and ranchers who stuck it out survived by becoming ever
-larger and increasingly mechanized agricultural enterprises. Today, agriculture in this area is increasingly
dependent on irrigation, synthetic fertilizers and pesticides, chemical fallow, and genetically modified seeds
and very little of the early homestead culture is visible to the eye. This paper, through an ethno-historical
examination, will consider whether or not homestead culture, past and present, offers insights for future
sustainability on the high plains.
Papierz, Elizabeth - Common Goals, Different Approaches: Comparing Gang Perceptions and Interventions in New York’s Capital District
Theaters provide a space where people create and tell stories about the human condition. Ethnographers of
local theater productions explore how performance reflects human behavior and has the power to influence
people’s thoughts and ideas. This ethnographic study investigates the culture of theater and the ways theater is created for a local audience. Through participant observation of theater productions and interviews
with Home Made Theater managers, directors, and other members, the study delves into the mechanics of
performance and the process behind the curtains. The conclusion focuses on how performance reflects
human behavior and group values and the ways a theater draws on the local cultural context to create a
performance. Using an anthropological lens, this study shows the public the value of a theater culture and
the performances it creates in a community.
Phillips, Matthew - Cyber Anthropology: Behind the Avatar
Digital ethnographies are becoming more prevalent in anthropology and creating new research opportunities. Massively Multiplayer Online games are virtual worlds that have millions of users forming communities
to enhance their experiences. These online worlds have unique histories, economies, religions, and races
that differ from the "real" world. This being the case, I hypothesized that users would interact with these
virtual worlds for the purpose of experiencing foreign worlds through personas different from their actual
selves. Focusing on users' avatars, I interviewed seven individuals while conducting participant observation
in these worlds and, contrary to my hypothesis, found their intentions to be more socially orientated with
personas largely grounded in their own culture, thus reflecting themselves.
Postemski, Megan D.; Carter, Benjamin - Challenging the Presumption of Poverty: An Archaeological Perspective on the Euroamerican Settlement of Downeast Maine
Settlers of Downeast Maine in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries have typically been portrayed as living harsh, uncomfortable and impoverished lives on the frontier. There is a presumed disparity
in wealth between settlers in Maine and well-established residents of Massachusetts. Despite the prevalence of this presumption of poverty, we hypothesize that life in Downeast Maine was not as difficult as
previously thought. Historical and archaeological data were used to test this hypothesis. Historical tax valuations illustrate how settlers in Downeast Maine were able to improve larger tracts of land in a short amount
of time, increasing their landed wealth more rapidly than their Massachusetts counterparts. The ceramic
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Messner, Timothy C.; Stinchcomb, Gary; Stewart, Michael; Driese, Steven; Nordt, Lee; Allen, Peter
- Measuring human impacts on the environment through interdisciplinary collaboration

Barbery, Ennis A.; Dangerfield, Nadine Y. - Locating immigrant identity: the in between spaces of
heritage and home

Current concerns over human induced environmental change have prompted scholars to identify a new
phase in the Earth's geologic history – the Anthropocene. Archaeologists are ideally poised to provide
valuable insights into human behavior and its relationship to environmental change. As such, we can
contribute to interdisciplinary inquiries into the Anthropocene, including when, where and how these
alterations to the Earth's processes occurred. In this study, we use geomorphic mapping and event stratigraphy along with archaeological data to document the widespread, but patchy, presence of lithologically unique coal alluvium deposited along the Lehigh and Schuylkill River valleys sometime between 1840
– 1960 AD. The genesis of this stratigraphic event, formally defined as the Mammoth Coal Event, is
inextricably linked with increased coal production through bank recovery and its transport via canal to
growing markets in the industrializing northeast United States. This study demonstrates how further
interdisciplinary inquiries into the Anthropocene will provide a more comprehensive history of the timing,
magnitude, extent and duration of human impact on the Earth’s surface.

Heritage is not easily defined, particularly as it relates to immigrants and their identity. While public images of heritage may seem straightforward and static, the more private heritage of individuals or communities —so closely entwined with identity—is dynamic and evolving. Using life history interviews with individuals who have immigrated to Prince George’s County, Maryland, we examine how people locate their
evolving heritage. We ask what it means for these individuals to have shared their stories, and whether
this process constitutes a transformation from private to public heritage. In addition, how has this experience caused us to reexamine our own identities as individuals and anthropologists?

Morenon, Pierre - Forgetting and Re-membering Places: Childhood at the State Home in Providence, Rhode Island
Archaeologists dismember ignored sites that some would prefer to commemorate. As social scientists,
we expose behaviors and reconstruct memories that others selectively ignore. A decade of fieldwork,
including interviews of former residents, has exposed joyful to painful childhood experiences at the State
Home and School for Neglected and Dependent Children (1885 -1979), which Rhode Island College is
selectively absorbing into its infrastructure. Preservationists advocate adaptive reuse, but in the process
make difficult choices about what is remembered and what is forgotten. When childhood memories are
integral to an historic place what must we protect?
Netter, Camille Simone - The French ‘Je Ne Sais Quoi’: American Typification of Parisian Women
as an Ideal Gender Identity
As women in modern American society accumulate more rights and power, societal differences between
the sexes diminish. This study explores how the closing gender gap led to the eroticism of French women
in American society. Based on testimonies from U.S. urban dwellers, the ethnographic analysis confirms
that these women seem represent pure femininity, a role that seems to be vanishing within American
cities. This form of Occidentalism thus creates an “other” within the gates. French women are seen as a
distinct and exotic other of über femininity and tradition in opposition to the “modern,” untraditional woman of contemporary American society. This study examines how this imposed role affects how French
women living in America play up their femininity and expected behavior as a means for social mobility
and positive attention. The paper also elucidates ironic Western tendencies of revering traditional female
roles despite advocating modernity and gender equality.

Bengel, Morgan - Managing Confidentiality in a Networked Anthropology
There was an abundant amount of knowledge that was acquired during the experience with Anthropology
by the wire. We met with our informant in a public environment, engaging in semi-structured interviews.
Since the topic of HIV/ AIDS is sensitive, the semi-structured/ open-end interviews were the most suiting.
This created a reassurance of professionalism to our informant, yet also a comfortable approach where
he could open up. We swapped between audio and video recordings, and utilized both outputs in the
video. The experience was eye opening and much different than what the majority of us had expected.
From the information provided by our informant, we learned not only of the disease but also how much of
the general population responds to a person with the disease. From this we can make assumptions about
how well society does educating people of HIV/AIDS and steps we could take to make a difference.
Furthermore, from learning about our informant’s personal life, we can make assumptions on the population (of Baltimore) most effected by this epidemic (while also not forgetting that HIV does not make any
exceptions on who it besets).
Bolmer, Mikala K. - Can I Talk about Black Hair? Anthropological Representation in a Post-Crisis
of Representation Context
Since the mid 1970s, many regional, racial, and otherwise cohesive demographic groups in the United
States have sought to represent their own cultural experiences, leading academic discussions regarding
their social identities. The history of Black oppression and the subsequent stigmatization of physical
features seemingly preclude studies of Black populations by an anthropologist who does not share the
same social identity. Does that mean, though, that intergroup discussions and studies should be off limits
to a white ethnographer? Based on ethnographic research conducted from October 2012 through February 2013 on Black hair and race, this study explores lingering feelings of exoticization of representations
of Black experiences. Interviews with black college women indicate concerns about discussing the meaning of black hair on a college campus. This work points to slow changes towards wider acceptance of
different positionalities in the field, and speaks to the need for collaborative ethnographic efforts.

O'Hearn, Macy - Ground Stone Artifacts and Occupational Specialization at the Corey Site

Bowers, Mary - The Limitations of an Environment: Students with Disabilities at a Small Liberal
Arts College

Included in the artifact collection from the Corey Site, a 16th century Cayuja village in King Ferry, New
York, were 163 pieces of ground stone material. These are non-chert items produced by battering, grinding, abrading, smoothing, or polishing. A unique feature of the ground stone collection is the high frequency of small grinding palates (n=51), possibly used for the processing ofmedicinal herbs, pigments,
and other non-subsistence plant material. In some cases, this usage left discoloration on the grinding
surface that is still visible. Both the presence of these palates, and a variety of medicinal plant species
still growing at the site today have possible implications for occupational specialization at Corey. They

Disability studies is a not only a new field of study within academia, but it is also within a new context of
incorporating "disability" within notions of "Diversity" in higher education. This applied research project
studies the experiences of students with disabilities at a small liberal arts college. Concepts such as
intersectionality, social / historical context and various models for defining disability are explored to better
understand how disability identities are constructed. Utilizing survey responses and interviews with students with disabilities and faculty of campus offices such as Student Disability Services and Legal Affairs,
this research proposes an assessment of campus accessibility in terms of physical infrastructure, social
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acceptance, and the effectiveness of current accommodations and services. The insights gained are used
to propose changes to infrastructure, services and policy.

Martin, Amber - Biological Anthropology in the Classroom: Using Primate Skeletons as a Teaching Resource

Bravo, Barbara; Drumond, Paula - Challenging Modernities in Rio de Janeiro: A Critical Analysis of
the Pacification Project

This poster examines the practical uses of primate skeletons in the classroom to teach students about
skeletal analysis, forensic anthropology and skeletal re-articulation. This poster is the result of a year-long
honors project and demonstrates how primate skeletons can be used to not only teach about primate
skeletal analysis but also can be used to teach students about human skeletal analysis. In addition, this
poster examines how it can be beneficial to use primate skeletons rather than human skeletons and the
difficulties that must be overcome while creating useful teaching specimens.

Since the 1980's drugs and small arms have drawn the shapes of violence in Rio de Janeiro. However it
was only after 2008 that this has become a priority issue in the security agenda of national policymakers.
After visiting Colombia and learning from the stabilization model implemented in Medellín by the Colombian
government, Rio de Janeiro’s governor, Sérgio Cabral, announced the creation of a “pacification” strategy,
i.e. the occupation of the favelas by armed forces with the aim to ban war drug criminals from the áreas,
emulating stabilization models implemented in warfare scenarios such as Iraq and Afghanistan. Nonetheless, an emphasis on military means, slow delivery of assistance and services, and excessive disciplinary/
modern control mechanisms have rendered the pacification process highly problematic. Accordingly, this
chapter intends to raise critical discussions on why this specific policy was chosen and how this strategy
was legitimized in the national scenario. By analyzing discourses and performances of state violence and
legitimacy, we intend to show that the project of “pacifying” Rio’s favelas is an attempt toimpose an hegemonic discourse of modernity, homogenizing other modernities that competed with the authority and the
model claimed by the Weberian state. The unease and ineffectiveness caused by the pacification process
are the result of myopic policies that are importing strategies used in international conflicts, such as counter
-insurgency and peace enforcement, without properly acknowledging problematic relations among residents, drug dealers and the police in a very recent past.
Brenton, Barrett P. - Promoting Food Justice and Food Sovereignty through Healthy Eating in an
Urban Food Desert: A Case Study in Applied Nutritional Anthropology and Food Systems Research
This paper reviews results of an ongoing applied nutritional anthropology community-based research project with the emergency food and social service provider St. John’s Bread and Life and the clients they
serve in the Bedford-Stuyvesant area of Brooklyn, NY. This community suffers from high levels of diet and
health-related disparities. Therefore, a central objective of this work is to determine levels of access to
sufficient healthy and nutritious foods among Bread & Life clients and assessing their awareness of and
interest in healthy eating. An important outcome of this research is developing programs that will promote
and improve access to nutritious foods and information on healthy eating while supporting individual and
household food security. This includes targeting nutrition education and the integration of healthy food
choices from additional sources (e.g., SNAP, CSA, NYC Green Carts and Farmer’s Markets). This project is
part of the “St. John’s University Promoting Access to Healthy Eating and Nutritious Foods Program” whose
primary goal is to support a sustainable and integral model of development that can best serve the health
and nutritional needs of this community both effectively and with dignity. A key focus of this collaboration is
to advocate for a food systems approach to community-engagement that integrates food justice and food
sovereignty as social justice frameworks for responding to dietary health risks in an urban food desert.
Byung'chu Käng, Dredge - Being Transsexual, Becoming Sick: Human Rights, Therapeutic Citizenship, and the Biopolitical Re-Articulation of Sexual Dimorphism in Thailand
Bangkok is the sex change capital of the world. However, there are no local “standards of care” for sexual
reassignment surgery (SRS). The "cosmetic" surgery industry provides a market-based two-tier system to
Thais and medical tourists with little regulation and oversight. SRS technologies, while empowering for
those seeking gender confirmation, also has biopolitical implications. Gender dimorphism is one of the key
projects of Thai modernity, an anti-colonial move employed to make Thai bodies legible to the “civilized”
West. Indeed, the variousness of gender forms continues to be a problem to the Thai state. The Thai Con-
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Martin, Amber; Desjarlais, Shirley; Palacio, Wendy - Using Anthropology to Engage the Public
around Brownfield Remediation: A Collaborative Classroom Project
This paper presents a collaborative classroom project in which students examined issues surrounding the
remediation of a contaminated brownfield in a neighborhood in Pawtucket, RI. The students drew from
the research to develop innovative materials for communicating information about the site, and about
struggles surrounding it, to members of the public. An overview of the collaborative and ethnographic
process is presented, along with a selection of the materials produced.
McGrath, John - Occupy Wall Street: a Comparison of Social Movements between the 20th and
21st centuries
In the wake of the Arab Spring the world has seen countless Tahir Square styled movements many of
which are under the banner of the Occupy Wall Street movement. Direct Action protests are not particularly new phenomena in either American culture or anywhere else but some aspects surrounding the
movements origin and the methods used to gather supporters, relay information, and respond to opposition are. New in Tahir Square and other uprisings in the Middle East the internet and social media were
used extensively to relay information about the protest itself, to monitor the movements of progovernment riot police, and later for rebel groups to communicate with one another. The same is true of
the various Occupy movements and it could be argued that neither would have occurred if these forms of
media had not existed. While the technological change in technology is significant from the social and
political movements of the 1960s and 70s that took place in the United States the methods of both are
similar in practice once they actually begin to demonstrate. Some methods even seem improved upon if
the camps that sprung up in places like Zuccotti Park are understood as a version of a sit in. This paper
will explore what role technology plays in achieving the goals of the movement and how Occupy is different from social movements of the past.
Mele, Brieanna - Folk Beliefs as an Expression of Catholic Identity: Perspectives from Contemporary America
It is quite commonplace for Americans to hear Catholicism and think Marian rituals, idolatry (saint statues) and superstitions such as the ritual cures in Mexico to ward off an evil eye curse. In essence, we call
them “folk practices”, but who’s folk practice? Catholic ideology is inclusive, using an evangelization
strategy called inculturation, in which a people’s customs and traditions are allowed to express the core,
unchanging beliefs of Catholicism. The result is a Catholicism in which every believer identifies with a
global Catholic community and expresses that unity through cultural traditions newly informed by Church
teachings. By speaking with Catholics in America, particularly the laity, one observes this individual expression of Catholicism, especially through what some would term folk beliefs or even paranormal beliefs.
Catholics view these practices as part of their religious identity. From hard-line traditionalists to the
“cafeteria Catholics” there is a coherence and unity even with individual practice and interpretation.
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that Black people’s relationship to capitalism has been, at best, tenuous, and completely deleterious at its
worst. Using Regina Austin’s compelling insight that Black people’s money is worth less, and Cheryl Harris’
concept that whiteness is property, I argue that the attachment to the “good life,” or individual “happiness,”
as theorized by Sara Ahmed and Lauren Berlant, produces a condition where many Americans, including
scholars, are unable to imagine relating to one another and resources in a way alternative to what we have
now under (neo)liberal capitalism.
Leveillee, Alan - Humor as a Tool in the Section 106 Consultation Process
Recent Cultural Resources Management studies have been conducted across state lines and Native American territorial boundaries in Southern New England. The project-related Section 106 consultation process
required applied anthropological and archaeological diplomacy between federal agencies, project proponents, and four federally-recognized Indian Tribes. At times, humor was a binding thread as former historical antagonists joined in the field and around the table to discuss, debate, and defend their perspectives on
the past in the real-time present.
Little, Barbara J. - Archaeology and place-based heritage for transformational conflict resolution
and peace building
As applied anthropology, public archaeology is a practice that can actively work toward the integrated purposes of improving knowledge, building community, and seeking justice. Museums in general and historic
house museums in particular are striving to find, create, or co-create relevancy among the constituencies
that surround them. Public archaeologists seek to be relevant through collaboration with local and descendant communities and by surfacing hidden and difficult aspects of the past to create more inclusive and often
challenging dialogues about the present. In this paper, I highlight some of the innovations that are taking
place and changing the way that heritage workers conceptualize and practice their work. I invite the audience to actively imagine what a relevant and inclusive archaeology would look like in their own communities.
Low, Sara Ann - Me, Myself, and the Orcs: Digisociality and Identity in the Virtual Realm of the U.S.
Social reality is increasingly involved in the virtual world. Within massive multiplayer online worlds, virtual
space has been made real through the devotion of its users as they form identity, navigate terrain, participate in an established economy, create communities, and converse in a unique esoteric language. Through
participation, observation, and collaborative research, this study examines the negotiation of identity among
a population of users, gamers, and avatars in the communities of Second Life and World of Warcraft. In a
context which demands action and presence, the avatar has become the vessel in which the user carries
out these performances and locates the body and the self in digital space. Through real emotions and real
sensorial experience, identity is being established in these virtual communities and is maintained and developed through social interaction and culture. This research contributes to the study and public discussion
of an emerging demographic in contemporary life.
Mancuso, Cori - The Changing Significance of Challah Bread in American Jewish Communities
Although literature and scholarship suggest that Challah bread is significant to the Jewish people because
of its religious symbolism and ritual; many Jewish people today view Challah bread as a symbol of Jewish
community and culture. Many Jews were taught early on in religious school and in their homes about the
religious symbolism behind Challah bread but they no longer remember that aspect. This means that although it may have once held symbolic religious value; Challah bread has become symbolic of Jewish community and culture, which in turn strengthens Jewish cultural identity.

22

stitution guarantees equal rights for men and women, but failed to be amended in 2007 to include “all
genders.” In the last decade, transgender women have been organizing within a human rights framework.
However, in 2010, the celebrity activist, Nok Yollada, promulgated the term “phuying kham-phet” and put
forward a platform for the sexual reclassification of “transsexual ladies” as female based on the legitimizing discourse of biomedicine. She cites the World Health Organization’s (WHO) International Classification of Diseases’ (ICD) definition of gender identity disorder (GID) to argue that transsexual women who
have SRS are cured of their disease and thus should be recognized as women, as they are in other
countries. That is, Nok makes claims for Thai transsexual rights through international medical legitimization. Hence, this neologism distinguishes post-operative transsexuals from the larger category of
transgender women, including those who are uninterested in or unable to afford SRS. I argue that the
deployment of therapeutic citizenship as a strategy for transsexual rights re-instantiates the Thai biopolitical project of heteronormative binary gender to the exclusion of broader gender rights. The reclassification of males as females side-steps the issue of historical transgenderism, severs potential
alliances with sexual diversity networks, and sustains the auto-colonial project of civilizing Thai gender
difference.
Chen, Katherine; Nyulassy, Katherine - Bridging the Gap between Descendant and Contemporary
Communities through Historical Analogy
In the town of Hazleton, PA, the local community has developed a strong sense of an American identity
which dates back to their ancestor’s immigration to the U.S. in the late 19th century. Although members
of this descendant group seem to be well aware of the ethnic and racial discrimination their forefathers
faced, their modern views on the influx of immigrants that have established themselves in the area are
surprisingly conservative. In order to draw parallels between the experiences of Hazleton and Lattimer's
immigrants of the 19th century and the new immigrants of today, we have taken an interdisciplinary approach that utilizes historical documents, archaeological evidence and ethnographic research. Through
comparing and contrasting the experiences of these two immigrant groups we aim to reevaluate, challenge and elaborate upon the broad narratives of immigration in the Hazleton region as well as within the
national discourse.
Chin, Kathryn B. - Chinese Imitation Art: Questions of Globalization, Value, and Authenticity in
Yunnan Province
The increase in popularity of Chinese antique and art collecting in recent years has led to an increase in
counterfeit production. Accurate reproductions and authenticating narratives have allowed fake items to
become “real.” Based on guided conversations, interviews, and general observations conducted in Dali,
Yunnan, China in May 2012 and follow up fieldwork in the United States, this project examines perspectives on the forces that drive the increase in counterfeit production. The study presents contrasting perspectives of Chinese and American museum curators, government officials, and antique shop owners,
and provides insight into the globalization of imitations and questions about the meaning of “authenticity”
and value. Because of the negative stigmas that are usually associated with the Chinese counterfeit
market, this study explores a different public perspective on a global issue by reaching out to and collaborating with art historians, policy makers, art collectors, and tourists.
Clarke, Samuel - Hunting in the Eastern United States: Forming Social Boundaries
Hunting is a ritual which forms social boundaries between those who participate in hunting and those who
do not. Venison acts as a “luxury food” and access to it is limited to a certain group of people who have a
legal right to hunt deer. The act of hunting also creates a social group, or hunting community. Entrance
into the community requires some form of participation in hunting. Further social boundaries are created
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within the hunting community itself by taboo practices which some hunters will engage in but others will
not. Some of hunters will avoid those who participate in certain practice, but others will engage in those
practices in a limited way.
Colon, Louis - An Anthropological Approach to Modern Problems
Anthropology is a holistic practice that crosses and uses the expertise of various professions. My presentation will explore the concept of standardization in society and how this has lead to technological improvements as well as a better quality of life in some cases and lower quality in other cases. Standardization can be found after every major breakthrough in technology and has led to the infrastructure of accessible modern technology .My presentation will attempt to explore unique options as a means of applying
anthropological theory and practice to modern problems in marketing, the economy, and global affairs.
Anthropology can be used to solve domestic and global problems. Global problems need a solution that
encompasses all aspects of the problem at hand. Domestic problems are a result as a lack of understanding in the terrain one is operating. Even economic solutions can be rooted in anthropological theory.
Marketing thrives on a deeper understanding of the buyer. My goal will be to demonstrate these theories
as a means of exploring and applying modern anthropology.
Collins, Samuel Gerald - Connecting and Sharing with Networked Anthropology
Networked anthropology generates ethnographic data in multiple media--here it overlaps with similar
advances in different subdisciplines, including visual anthropology, public anthropology and action research. The difference is that a networked anthropology produces data that is simultaneously media to be
appropriated and utilized by the communities with whom anthropologists work in order to connect to
others (other communities, potential grantors, friends and family) through networked, social media. And
the opposite is also true--anthropologists are only generating data for their research in the space of their
engaged commitments to communities to assist in their efforts to network to different audiences. This
paper introduces “Networked Anthropology” as an applied media anthropology that utilizes ethnographic
methods to build connections with communities through sharing collaborative media. The steps to this
approach are outlined with reference to our networked anthropology project, “Anthropology by the Wire”.
Conahan, Kesley - The Cultural and Social Significance of Corn: A Comparative Study
This past summer I backpacked around Guatemala for six weeks and made some interesting discoveries
while I was there. Being an American I found some very interesting similarities and differences between
the culture’s dependencies on corn. I decided tofurther research the subject of the importance of corn to
each culture and contrast the two. This paper examines the direct and indirect uses of corn in the everyday lives of Americans and Guatemalans. The influence of a global economy on both societies is driving
two processes; indirect consumption for the U.S. and direct consumption for Central American countries.
Concini, Kendall - Ethnographic Assessment and Evaluation System (the EAES)
Since the summer of 2012, I have interned with the University of Maryland’s Cultural Systems Analysis
Group (CuSAG), working with Director, Dr. Tony Whitehead, in completing the development of his Ethnographic Assessment and Evaluation System. The EAES was developed as an informed holistic interdisciplinary mixed-method research evaluation system, which aids assessment of the various complexities
associated with design, implementation, and evaluation. I am working with Dr. Whitehead in completing
the development of the EAES through the application of its theoretical perspectives and methodological
approaches to the current project, “Men’s Prostate Awareness Church Training (M-PACT). M-PACT is
four year project funded by the American Cancer Society, and directed by Dr. Cheryl Holt, Associate
Professor in Maryland’s Department of Behavioral and Community Health. The ethnographic standpoint
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cluding capuchins, spider monkeys, squirrel monkeys, marmosets, tamarins, and chimpanzees, and
assessed dietary differences compared to their typical diets in free-living conditions. This paper concludes that changing diets among primates in sanctuary settings have resonating health and behavioral
effects and recommends that whenever possible the foods most commonly eaten in their natural habitats
should be made available.
Kircher, Madison - Click Here to Learn How to Click: A Linguistic Analysis of the NYS Broadband
Technologies Opportunity Project
In an attempt to close the education gap in New York, parts of the state where literacy levels are poor
have been designated as “Literacy Zones.” According to the NYS Education Department, “zones are
intended to provide a systemic focus on meeting the literacy needs of communities.” My research focuses
on the Utica East and Utica West Literacy Zones, with specific emphasis on the adult learners at the
Utica Public Library (UPL). UPL seeks to adequately prepare students for both the working world and/or
higher education. In this digital age, a major part of that process is understanding technology. Enter
BTOP, more formally known as the Broadband Technologies Opportunity Project. BTOP is an interactive
multi-step computer program geared towardscomputer literacy. However, the language of the program
does not lend itself to adequately teaching students for whom English is not a first language. ESL students at UPL are required to participate in BTOP, even though they are not at a literacy level that allows
them to fully understand the program. With this, my project looks at the relationship between ESL students and and the complex computer language of BTOP. Despite NYS requirements, my research found
that while digital literacy could wait for another day, literal literacy could and should not.
LaDousa, Chaise - Narrating Adult Learning in the Shadow of the Digital Divide
A US federal initiative administered by the Department of Commerce has made 7.2 billion dollars available to organizations to expand people's access to broadband technology. This presentation holds in
tension the ways in which promotional and pedagogic materials identify who might benefit from participation in the initiative, on the one hand, with the ways in which participants engage with the materials, on
the other hand. Indeed, a great deal of the promotional and pedagogic materials produced with funds
from the initiative seek to identify potential participants (persons) because those materials are produced
for would-be applicants (organizations). Participants are variously identified as “low-income,” “senior
citizens,” or “limited-English,” but all as “clients” in need of “crossing the digital divide.” This presentation
demonstrates that participants in the program in a small city in the Northeast were drawn to the place in
which the initiative has been implemented in order to find a job. However, such desire involved them in
highly orchestrated literacy practices in which broadband technology is absent. This is not to imply that
participants were uninterested in broadband technology. Indeed, many had expertise not shared by their
broadband tutors. This presentation considers such unanticipated aspects of participation in the initiative
to be a result of the focus on the production of a type of person defined by a lack of access to broadband
in the initiative and its lack of resonance with the people who have come to engage in pedagogic practices to enhance their chances of finding a job.
Lane, Nikki - "Paid on the First, Played on the Last": The Devaluation of Black America and the
Cruel Attachment to the American Dream (and Nightmare)
This paper articulates (calculates) Black America’s debt, both ideologically and materially, under neoliberal policies that have shaped American economic and social policies. It contemplates the consequences of
the widening gap between the rich and the poor on Black people in America, and returns to Manning
Marable’s important contribution to the critique of capitalism. Highlighting the consequences for America’s
continued underdevelopment of Black America, I enter this conversation through a set of texts that argue
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sonal judgments in three disciplines. Academia is an influential institution in Western society, and is also an
institution in flux. This paper investigates peer review as it impacts three thresholds of academic status. 1)
Semi-structured interviews were used to identify implicit norms related to fieldwork that may affect the
acceptance of anthropology and religion studies graduate students. Results demonstrate that fieldwork in
anthropology, but not religion studies, is intended to be a rite of passage. 2) A more experimental method
measured patterns of aggression and helpfulness among psychologists in journal peer review (using as
proxy the commentary sections of Behavioral and Brain Sciences). Results related to gender (in particular
evidence for same-sex bias) are discussed. 3) On-line questionnaires described tenure criteria at U.S. and
Canadianphilosophy graduate programs. It was found that departments explicitly valued the ability to obtain
outside funding. However, departments did not value the inter- and transdisciplinary skills useful for successful application to national funding bodies, nor reward inter- and transdisciplinary work. Taken together,
these studies illustrate (a) the flexibility and broad possibilities of anthropological study, (b) the problematic
opacity of power structures within academia, and (c) the potential of interdisciplinary approaches.
Ismail, Ramsey - "We're Worried About the Economy": Suicide, Social Crisis, and Isolation in Post 3
-11 Japan
In my paper, I argue that Japan is caught in a phase of uncertainty, with individuals forced to look increasingly inward, and with a pressing need for society to look to a Post-Post Fordism onward for solutions to an
ongoing social malaise. An unwavering faith in economics and economic policy has created everyday,
social refugees out of a demographic unable to participate in the workforce, and uncertainty about the
prospects of the future to those who have passed it or been let go. In a country where work and family
creation encompassed and created society's entirety, I pursue questions of how individuals and societies
recreate meaning in a period where both of those have diminished dramatically.
Jurado, Mary Elizabeth - Methods of Community Participation in Urban Regeneration
As defined by Roberts and Sykes, urban regeneration is a “comprehensive vision andaction which seeks to
bring about a lasting improvement in the economic, physical, social, and environmental conditions of an
area that has been subject to change” (Roberts and Sykes 17). Over the last few years, greater emphasis
has been placed on revitalization efforts as the number of those living within urban environments continues
to rise. Urban renewal allows for established communities to fortify their socio-economic foundations, as
opposed to simply expanding the cityscape with new development. Numerous research and policy implementation plans have cemented community participation as a cornerstone of sustainable urban revitalization. However, while the importance of community involvement has been readily accepted as a fundamental
tenet of regenerative success, the dialogue and evaluation of strategies of community engagement has
been inadequate. Through an overview of several community based regenerative efforts, I hope to address
some ways in which regenerative efforts have engaged the community in a meaningful way.
Kenyon, Brittany - The Effects of Human Interaction on Non-Human Primate Diets
Ethnoprimatology involves the integration of primatological and anthropological practice and the acknowledgement that humans and non-human primates co-habit in overlapping and shared ecological social
spaces. This paper explores primate diets using an ethnoprimatological focus. Non-human primates living
in close proximity to human villages or in sanctuaries often have different diets than their wild-living cousins
and may consume greater quantities of foods that are processed or not native to areas in which the species
originates. This dietary change can result in a decrease of essential nutrients (e.g., proteins, vitamins) and
an increase in carbohydrates and may negatively affect primates by altering their behavior and physiology.
The current research was conducted over the course of five months at Jungle Friends Primate Sanctuary
and the Fauna Foundation. The author tracked the diets of 120 sanctuary-living non-human primates in-
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provides a more in-depth look at M-PACT’s project culture, creating a framework for researching the
churches targeted for project implementation.
Cross, Paige - An Investigation Into the Assignment of Learning Disabilities in Elementary and
Adult Education
Inspired by fieldwork conducted during the summers of 2011 and 2012 in locations in Central New York, I
explore the assignment of learning disabilities in elementary schools and adult education programs.
Using both related literature and ethnographic evidence from local elementary schools and adult education centers, I explore the processes involved in the assignment of learning disabilities within these different learning environments. I also examine the related players involved in these processes and their prescribed roles. Ultimately, I attempt to prove that learning-disabled adult students endure a completely
separate experience than their younger counterparts because the larger establishments governing these
educational institutions view their students’ purpose in education differently.
Dauria, Susan - Local Anthropology in Pennsylvania: Studying the Harvest
At a medium sized university in Northeastern Pennsylvania we responded to the lack of flexibility in traditional anthropological student research and created unique projects that allowed undergraduates to collect local data from a diverse rural population. The data collection projects represent a unique application
of anthropological methods, applied to the students’ own culture and the surrounding rural region. This
poster explores the development of a departmental program offering non-traditional anthropological
research to undergraduates while showing the struggles of students in refocusing their educational goals
in a program that is itself shifting from traditional to applied forms of education. One such non-traditional
data collection project was the comparison of methodologies, employing both quantitative and qualitative
techniques, at a local and rural fair using demographic data collection; and another a collection of oral
histories including local residents. Students also collected assessment data for an archaeological children’s camp program. Students compared disparate types of data sets from the various collection opportunities. Additionally, it seemed that many students found writing a self-reflective journal about their experiences collecting data inherently crucial to understanding and critiquing their relationship with their subjects. Through the non-traditional target population and the ethnography of their own culture, the students
came to grasp a core aspect to anthropology, learning about “other” cultures while recognizing the giveand-take of interacting with them.
Delgado, Lydia M. - Healthy Moms Have Healthy Babies
Because Anthropology can provide strategies for dealing with several types of social problems, this poster will explore issues regarding maternal and child health as witnessed during my internship for Women,
Infants and Children (WIC) at a small rural clinic in Northeastern Pennsylvania. The WIC program is
funded by the federal government and provides supplemental food and nutrition services to women who
are pregnant, postpartum, or breastfeeding as well as infants and children under the age of five in a
supportive and caring environment. Tackling issues such as gestational diabetes, obesity, and breastfeeding, WIC is one of the largest and most in-demand organizations in the United States dedicated to
improving maternal and child health through direct care and client education. More research on pregnancyrelated issues and culturally accepted strategies to improve health are desperately needed. Anthropological research can be our most effective tool at the core of social reform.
Demyan, Natalie - Anthropology By the Wire and the Challenge of Collaborative Ethnography
This paper addresses the opportunities and challenges that face collaborative ethnographic production.
Utilizing media generated during the National Science Foundation funded Anthropology by the Wire, I
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argue that those representations of Baltimore City which involved the direct contributions of collaborating
communities are most emblematic of the future of ethnographic production. As such, collaborative ethnographers must address dilemmas concerning attribution, the “legitimacy” of representations produced
solely by collaborators, and the role of the anthropologist in the wake of collaborative ethnography. Despite the aforementioned challenges, collaborative ethnography presents an opportunity to galvanize
applied anthropological efforts and further integrate the voices of those represented in the ethnographic
process.
Durington, Matthew Slover - Anthropology by the Wire: Media, Methods and Ethics
Anthropology By the Wire is a multi-media research project on urban and visual anthropology in Baltimore that is part of a National Science Foundation Research Experience for Undergraduates grant at
Towson University. Students conduct research on neighborhoods in Baltimore utilizing anthropological
methods through the lens of a public anthropology with a variety of digital media while finding themselves
challenged by a number of ethical and representational dilemmas as they engage a city that many of
them only know through problematic media representations, tradition and stereotypes. While the pedagogical obstacles to access and use audio/video technologies has decreased in the early years of the
21st century; the dilemmas involved in ethnographic fieldwork utilizing media and participatory representation have increased exponentially in the formation of networked anthropologies that occur with various
collaborations. The case study presented details ethical dilemmas and the media based collaborative
work of the Anthropology by the Wire collective with Baltimore residents who are HIV positive as they
create a variety of media.
Dygert, Holly - Table for Two: Corporate-Regulator Collaboration as Hindrance to Public Involvement in Brownfield Remediation
Historical trends in deregulation, and the defunding of environmental organizations, in particular, have
often forced state officials to rely on corporate property owners to clean up contaminated brownfield sites.
While examples of negligent corporate property owners abound, this paper examines a case in which an
energy company charged with remediating a former coal gasification site has developed a “successful”
partnership with state regulators. This case suggests that regulators’ reliance on the good will of property
owners to achieve their remediation aims gives primary to their relationship with the property owner,
making the concerns of the public secondary. I describe how this led to a long delay in agency officials’
response to public concerns about toxic exposures, and, later, to the agency’s unwillingness to cite the
corporation for failing to solicit the requisite permits prior to conducting the work that produced the exposures. Moreover, I show how the agency has often served to mute public concerns in ongoing discussions about the management of the site, even despite official “public involvement” efforts.
Eyring, Seth - Compassionate Care Through Public Anthropology
Anthropology by the Wire was an effort to give anthropology a voice in the real world by applying it to a
local health issue in Baltimore, Maryland. Interestingly, the project was completed by many undergraduates who had no prior knowledge of what anthropology entails; but each managed to successfully play
their role within the project. These roles included gathering qualitative data, establishing relationships
with collaborators from a vastly different cultural sphere in some cases, and producing a multimedia
representation of this data pertaining to a specific contemporary health issue. The fight against AIDS has
picked up momentum in the United States the past few years, and my partners in Anthropology by the
Wire, as well as myself, are hoping that our qualitative research might help to pave the way to better
understanding for the public as well as those already involved in providing care to HIV and AIDS patients.
We were lucky enough to work with Jacques Initiative, a true model for future AIDS care, who also helped
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systems, setting up economies and networks of debt, as well as providing economic opportunities and
dangers within marginalized communities.
Hersker, Alan (SUNY Potsdam), Skolnikoff, Jessica (Roger Williams University), Trevett-Smith,
Matthew (University of Richmond) - Career Advice for Undergraduates
Is anthropology a good preparation for a career? What are my options when I graduate with a B. A. in
anthropology? How do I prepare while in university? How do I find an employer and convince him/her to
hire me? Should I go to graduate school? Where? These and other questions will be addressed by anthropologists who advise undergraduates and track their careers. Other professional and avocational
anthropologists are welcome to attend and put in their oar.
Hertfelder, Paula - Ancient Maya Stone Tool Trade at Blue Creek, Belize and other Residential
Areas
The city of Blue Creek, Belize is an anomaly in the ancient Maya world. Despite being a medium sized
center, archaeologists have found vast amounts of jade, generally seen in larger and more powerful
cities. It is thought that Blue Creek’s wealth derives partially from its access to major trade routes; located
next to the Rio Hondo, the city engaged in riverine trade and acquired many elite-reinforcing goods. Blue
Creek also interacted with many nearby sites and residential areas through trade and exchange; I provide
an overview of the research done on trade and exchange in the region and draw conclusions based on
literature and observations made with the 2012 Maya Research Program excavations. I study four trade
materials – granite grindstone, obsidian, chert and jade – and compare trade among the elites and
among households. The conclusions drawn from this study provide not only an overview of lithic exchange among the Maya in lowland Belize but will also provide insights about the nature of elite reinforcing goods and traded goods used and exchanged at the household level.
Heywood, Bethany T. - Theists vs. Atheists and Religion vs. Science: Creating a Middle Path of
Understanding
In recent years, atheists have emerged as an organized force, aiming to promote rationality, science, and
eradicate superstition. While comprising a small (though growing) portion of the population, atheists have
still managed to come together, mostly congregating in online communities. With the emergence of atheist activists, fundamentalists have fought back, pushing to get aspects of religion back into schools and
government. Each side regards the other as completely wrong and sees no way to find common ground
for understanding. Findings from the interdisciplinary field of cognitive science of religion show that atheists and fundamentalists have more in common than they might think. Religion appears to have an implicit cognitive component, as well as strong cultural and historical support. The presenter's research shows
that atheists and theists are both prone to viewing important life events teleologically (e.g., "it was meant
to be"), and that atheists and theists show similar levels of physical arousal when daring God to do something abhorrent (e.g., "I dare God to give my mother cancer") as opposed to merely discussing horrible
events or wishing for horrible events. The implicit cognitive processes of atheists and theists seem to be
more similar than different, and if both sides could work from this understanding, perhaps the general
public would not see science and religion as wholly irreconcilable.
Hrotic, Steven - Anthropology of Peer Review
Traditionally, anthropologists study peripheral cultures. Laura Nader, in contrast, challenged us to “study
up,” and investigate the power structures of our own societies. As the nature of academia changes, both
the opportunities for and necessity of studying up are increasing. The research reviewed here is one
example: it describes the results of three studies of academic culture, in particular professional, interper-
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ignore legal constraints on exotic dance adversaries. The adult cabaret industry gains inadvertent defense
from a number of Christian and other religious denominations that resent those seeking to impose their
own specific views on the nation. Dogma and pluralism clash, the separation of church and state is
squeezed, and civil liberties are at stake.
Hatwar, Trupti - Water Contact Knowledge, Experiences and Beliefs about Schistosomiasis in
Ghana
The purpose of this study is to explore general knowledge about how schistosomiasis is contracted in
various populations in Ghana. Also called bilharzia, schistosomiasis is a disease caused by parasitic
worms, known as schistosomes, which are transmitted by freshwater snails. Snails shed cercaraie
(schistosome larvae) in water which then penetrate into the human skin. Symptoms of schistosomiasis
include abdominal pain, fever and blood in the urine or feces. Long-term infection may lead to bladder
cancer. Schistosomiasis is prevalent in tropical and sub-tropical areas, with an estimated 230 million people globally, 85% of whom are found in sub-Saharan Africa. In order to take steps in the prevention of
schistosomiasis, efforts are needed to improve health education and sanitation (World Health Organization
2012).Interview questions will give an understanding of the participant's general knowledge of schistosomiasis, present and past water contact experiences, and his or her belief concepts concerning water (e.g.,
water deities) and illness (witchcraft). By probing the level of awareness in a region, we can better assess
the specific needs for health education and design future educational interventions that fill the knowledge
gaps in schistosomiasis and provide valuable information to the new National Control Program for Schistosomiasis.
Heintz, Monica and Alin Rus - Behind the Masks
"Everything could hide behind a mask, as everything could be hidden behind this unknown language used
by Eastern European migrants as well as behind their rustic customs that came from a tumultuous past. At
the beginning of the 21st century, temporary migration from Eastern to Western Europe touches a high
percentage of the Romanian rural population. The adults capable of work live between two worlds: their
birthplace and their workplace abroad, due to the free circulation in Europe and to the development of
means of communication. But where is their real life? Starting from Christmas celebrations in a family from
Helesteni, a village in northeastern Romania, and from their traditional New Year masquerade, the
filmmakers were trying to find out what lies behind the masks. Some questions initially came to mind: how
could customary celebrations for Christmas and New Year survive in a village where many young people
work abroad? Why would a local tradition be transmitted to a child when she/he may never return home to
practice it? Do returning migrants change the ancestral ways of celebrating under the influence of foreign
values and cultures? But the hardest question came when shooting: how can migrants live both at home
and abroad?"
Hernandez, Lexi - Hardcore Pawn: Where Detroit Cashes in on Debt
Today, families and individuals are burdened and overrun with debt. More and more businesses are now
finding a niche within the loan market, giving out payday loans, offering cash for gold, and promising ways
to get cash fast. For people seeking loans, many turn to lenders outside the realm of mainstream banking,
including pawn shops. To look critically at the financial practices and policies within this form of lending, an
independently owned Detroit pawn shop will be used as the basis for this exploration. Aside from being a
business in itself, this pawn shop has its own reality show, Hardcore Pawn. With the added component of
television media that follows the world of pawning and loans, popular portrayals of debt and narratives of
the poor debtor will be explored. This presentation will examine the ways in which loans can be both problematic and beneficial to the people who use them. Pawn shops offer alternatives to credit and banking
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to framework our anthropological endeavor in a compassionate, human-to-human way. This “compassion
-first, disease-second” thrust should be seen as a prototypical health care system that goes hand-in-hand
with the type ofqualitative data collection that anthropologists have proved to be so good at.
Felter, Todd - Virtual Racism
This paper focuses on how race is constructed in a virtual world. I will specifically work with Gamebattles.com in which is a community with millions of members geared towards competitive gaming. I was
also an administrator on this site for nearly 9 months in which I handled thousands of tickets and refereed
thousands of games while on top of that competed in thousands of games myself. I will specifically be
working with Games in the Call of Duty (CoD) series in order to develop an understanding of how race is
used and viewed by participants. Since the determination of race is based upon culturally-based perceptions of a person’s skin color and other physical characteristics, my research seeks to understand how
gamers identify the races of other gamers without actually seeing them. As far as research methods go I
will be using participant observation since I have a lot of documented experience with this community. I
will also be interviewing several participants and using the forums to host surveys to gather a wide variety
of information in which can be used to help determine what characteristics may be influencing the behavior I will be encountering .
Flemming, Hannah L. - Counting Pipes: Archaeological Approaches to Quantifying TobaccoRelated Material Culture
In this poster, I will be assessing how past archaeologists have quantified tobacco-related material culture, specifically pipe stems and bowls at 18th and 19th-century North American sites. Preliminary research has shown that archaeologists use a variety of methods when quantifying tobacco-related material culture which are often based on their different research interests/goals. This poster will highlight a
case study in which I have experimented with these current approaches. In it, I discuss advantages and
disadvantages of each method by using the assemblage recovered from a 19th-century temperance hotel
in Peterboro, New York associated with social reformist Gerrit Smith where tobacco usage is a primary
research question. Ultimately, this poster will provide recommendations for future archaeologists who
frequently work with this type of material culture.
Fracchia, Adam - Working Stone: An Archaeology of Life and Industry in a Small Quarry Town
The nineteenth and twentieth-century quarry town of Texas, Maryland, provided stone for the Washington
Monument and US Capitol as well as the stone products necessary for the expansion of cities like Baltimore. Yet, the production of this stone came at a cost to the health and well-being of workers and the
whole town. As the town and landscape are increasingly altered by development, historical archaeology
has an opportunity to describe the nature of industry and life in Texas. Ultimately, through studying industrial towns, like Texas, capitalism and its local effects can be understood and similar conditions addressed in the present.
Fuentes, Cindy - Pediatric Nutrition and Early Childhood Development in Guatemala
This research looks into the social and political structure of Guatemala to explain some of the reasons
why so many families struggle to obtain basic medical and nutritional necessities. According to World
Report 2009, “half the children in Guatemala have chronic malnutrition,” where in some areas the rate is
as high as 90%. This is startling, because in terms of gross domestic product, Guatemala is a fairly prosperous country. As a participant in the National Association for the Practice of Anthropology- Occupational Therapy Program in Guatemala, I was able to better understand the social, political, and economic
factors that influence childhood nutrition and development there. This research focused on the observa-
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tions of clinical results and social implications of the use of nutritional supplements on undernourished
children as administered by local health facilities. The issues of food security and food habits were the
focus of the study in order to determine the impacts it had on health among children. In order to gain wellrounded and accurate data, I observed infant nutrition care at Obras Sociales Hermano Pedro, which is a
Franciscan charity hospital in Antigua, Guatemala. This research was conducted under the supervision of
the National Association for the Practice of Anthropology- Occupational Therapy field school in Antigua
Guatemala, whose purpose is to “nurture leaders in medical and applied anthropology and occupational
therapy to promote social justice. Students work intensively in clinical and community settings gaining skill
in research, observation, communication, and transdisciplinary collaboration.”
Galvin, Anne M. - What Can We Learn about Post-Colonial Governance by Applying an Anthropological Approach to Jamaican Political Culture?
Governance and crime are intricately entwined within Jamaican political culture. By examining events linked
to the resignation of former Prime Minister Bruce Golding anthropologically, it is possible to better understand the contradictions of Jamaica’s post-colonial statecraft. State level impunity has become an established facet of Jamaican political culture within a context where criminality is strategically utilized as a tool of
governance. At the same time, impunity allegations against the state on the part of the Jamaican citizenry
serve as a form of leverage in support of claims that social status-based injustices have occurred. Experiences of state impunity by Jamaican citizens are seen as legitimate injustices that should compel remedy.
This paper anthropologically explores practices of impunity as abuses of state power and as a resource
used to validate claims to social justice within poor urban communities.
Grillakis, Clio - Archaeological Applications of Remote Sensing and GIS: The Search for the Frederick Douglass Birthplace
This report summarizes the findings of Archaeology in Annapolis’ initial search for the Frederick Douglass
birthplace. This project was made possible by funding from the Emerging Scholars Program run by the
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences at the University of Maryland, College Park. The exact location
of the Douglass birthplace is currently unknown; however, this report identifies several specific areas which
have high potential to contain the archaeological remains of his early childhood home. Finding the birthplace is an important part of American history, particularly of the African American past. There are several
lines of evidence found in historic biographies and Douglass’s own writing that point to where his birthplace
would have been. This project uses these textual clues, combined with William Dilworth’s 1858 historic map
of Talbot County and other spatial data sets in a Geographic Information System (GIS), to locate possible
places where Douglass’s birthplace could be. This project additionally identifies potential locations of other
structures that would have been present at the time on the same property. This information will be used to
recommend and guide future archaeological excavations designed to 1) test the methodology and conclusions presented here and 2) locate these structures.
Gross, Kaitlyn - American Sushi
This presentation is based on a study of how consuming sushi communicates identity within American
culture, based on previous research, participant observation and semi-structured interviews. Data was
collected from semi-structured interviews with sushi consumers and observational studies of sushi customers at a Wegman’s supermarket and restaurants that serve sushi in the area of Williamsport, Pennsylvania.
This study examined why people were purchasing or consuming sushi and how these acts communicated
the individuals’ identities. Throughout the research it became apparent that sushi is commonly used as a
status symbol and has become an integral part of popular American culture. By participating in the purchase and consumption of sushi some individuals associated themselves with a higher social class and
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attempted to differentiate from other members of their social class and from other groups within their
social class. Many were influenced by a relation or someone from their peer group to sample the cuisine.
Other individuals tried sushi in order to experience the situation or emulate a person they had seen in the
media.
Gross, Sara K. - Life at the Woodlawn Estate Stables: Making Archaeology Public in Saratoga
Springs, NY
Public archaeology seeks to include community members in the research process so that they engage
with archaeology in general as well as local history. The current project aims to make public the findings
based on two field seasons at the Woodlawn Estate Stables, a historical archaeological site on the Skidmore Campus in Saratoga Springs, NY. The main components of this project are (1) a report in accessible language to distribute to local organizations; (2) an exhibit at a local museum; (3) a public presentation; and (4) guided walkthroughs of the site. The ultimate goals of the project are to stimulate interest in
and respect for archaeology and local history, give community members access to their town's history,
and to promote an interdisciplinary approach to the sharing of archaeological information. This project
explores public archaeology's practicability at multi-use, private sites as well as strategies for community
collaboration and inclusion.
Hafner, Victoria - The English (Dis)Connection: Refugees and English Language Rates in Upstate
New York
This paper looks at two refugee organizations, Mary’s Place Outreach in Rochester, NY and Journey’s
End Refugee Services, Inc. in Buffalo, NY, with regard to their English language programs. This study is
part one in a larger project that centers on the question of first language retention rates among refugees
in these two organizations. The first step in examining how closely they hold their first languages is to
determine how English is finding its way into their lives. Through informal interviews with employees at
each organization, and eventually an observational visit at Mary’s Place, this paper observes how two
refugee organizations teach their clients English. This information is then used to posit how that may or
may not affect integration into the community, as well as the connection between the English language
training and first-language retention rates.
Hanna, Judith Lynne - Eroticism, Feminists, Religion and an Uninformed Public:Anthropology v.
Strip Club Adversaries and Injustice
Nationwide conservatives have hijacked legislative and judicial bodies. Since 1995 I have been an anthropologist/dance scholar expert court witness in nearly 150 cases related to adult entertainment exotic
dance – a target of a segment of the politically active Christian Right, some feminists and uninformed
persons. These cases concern the First, Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments. (See Naked Truth: Strip
Clubs, Democracy, and a Christian Right, University of Texas Press, 2012.) A CR lobbies government
through powerful organizations, covertly burrows into government, and gets elected so it can legislate
and adjudicate against exotic dance. CR-Activist attorneys draft and defend restrictive laws. Zoning is the
first line of control. Licensing exotic dancers (but not other kinds of dancers), criminal "obscenity," "public
indecency," and "lewd conduct" laws tie the noose tighter. Other restrictions include banning “simulated”
nudity, “simulated” sex, self-touch, and dancer-patron touch; setting hours of operation; requiring specific
lighting; and delineating the configuration of stage and seating. Some localities impose “sin” taxes.The
First Amendment, Takings and Due Process Clauses of the Fifth Amendment, and Equal Protection
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the US Constitution plus case law, citizen action, and club proactive and reactive responses facilitate the exotic dance industry defense against injustice. The clubs
commission scientific studies of club impact on the community and retain lobbyists. Alas some judges

17

